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already existing throughout clraq became the channels of
Nationalist agitation. Anti-Government and anti-British
sentiment and discontent in the towns, in the religious centres,
among the tribes and among the unemployed ex-officials, were
stimulated and then skilfully assimilated to the nucleus of
Nationalist feeling already existing among those \vho believed
in Arab and in 'Iraqi independence as desirable in themselves.
Appeals to religious fervour and fanaticism, to pride of race,
to Nationalist feeling, to cupidity, and to all the elemental
instincts in each of the component groups which had been drawn
into the movement, were working their spell during the days
when politicians of the West, like Joshua of old, bade the East
stand still until the battle at Paris over the spoils should be ended.
H.M. Government was not entirely unaware that public
opinion in 'Iraq during the last months of 1919 was not the
same as had prevailed in the final months of 1918. As early as
August 23rd, when a police report of July yth stated that
every Moslem Arab of education in Baghdad was a member of
a society, with branches in all the important towns in Meso-
potamia, which was described as simply a pan-Arab and
anti-foreign organization formed with a view to the
expulsion of the British and the establishment of Arab rule.x
Mr. Montagu's suggestion that an announcement should be
made that Great Britain would remain in the country, in some
form or other, was negatived by the British delegation at Paris
which deprecated such action as injudicious in view of the state
of affairs at the Peace Conference.
In October and November, when even more disturbing
news was received of the temper of the country, of the attitude
of the 'Iraqi officers in Syria2 and of the slowness with which
the constitutional proposals were being executed,3 Lord Curzon,
1 Cited Young, op. cit,, p. 394.                   2 Syria in October, 1919.
3 After six months, only four of the nine Divisional Councils and none of the
Provincial Councils had been formed. On further inquiry, it was discovered
that the Acting Civil Commissioner did not contemplate moving in the matter
that year. Young, op. cit,, p. 298.
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